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UNDERSTANDING HOW ANIMALS FIND THEIR HOME 
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Project Description 
 
Nearly all animals periodically return to a place of interest such as a home or favorite 
foraging area.  How do they find it?  The strategies for accomplishing this behavior, 
called "homing", differ widely among different animals, and depend on factors such as 
how the animals' sensory systems work, its neural processing capabilities (i.e., its 
"intelligence"), details of the animals' behavior, and the spatial cues available in a 
particular habitat.  I am working on a project that will discover how fiddler crabs find 
their homes (small holes in the sand), and in particular, what role the position and 
movements of their eyes have play in how they remember where they are relative to 
home. 
 


