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Project Description 
 

My laboratory is investigating the influence of aging on tendon repair. With increasing 
age there is decreasing success of repairing tendon injuries. We have previously 
examined the effects of aging on biomechanical strength and ultrastructural properties of 
the repairing patellar tendon. We currently are examining the effects of aging on the 
collagen components of healing tendons in young adult and aging rabbits. The samples 
have already been collected from the animals, so the project can be easily completed by a 
summer student. The summer student would be responsible for performing SDS Gel 
analysis of proteins from repairing tendon samples from 1- and 4-year old animals. The 
hypothesis is that there will be increased type V collagen in the repairing tissue of older 
rabbit patellar tendons.  
 


