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Behavioral Mechanisms of Invasion in Parthenogenetic Geckos 
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House geckos are undergoing invasions and displacements around the globe, and they 
provide a good lab model to understand how behavioral interactions can affect invasion 
success. We use captive raised geckos that are all female parthenogenetic clones (thus 
they are genetically identical) to understand how genetically encoded behavioral 
differences among clones can lead to differences in invasion success. This project will 
involve quantifying behavior among pairs and small groups, video tape and video 
playback and data analysis. 
 
 


