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Proj ect Description

Stuttering is a neurophysiol ogical communication disability characterized by
a speaker’s sensation of loss of control during speech and a |istener’s
observation of sound-syllable repetitions, sound prol ongations, and sil ent

bl ocks marked by dysrhythm c and tense quality. Stuttering inpacts

comuni cation for up to 5-10% of young children (age 2-6 years old) in the
United States and 1% of children and adults worldwi de. In addition to overt
speech-rel ated characteristics that we can see and hear, children and adults
face adverse cognitive and affective consequences of stuttering including
stigmatization, bullying, repetitive negative thinking, and avoi dance. The
proposed work enpl oys experinental research designs to test hypotheses
related to the intersections of stuttering and social cognition, or the way
in which children who stutter think about, renenber, and apply what they

| earn from ot her people.

In this series of experinmental studies, the UPRI SE student will play

partici pant-facing, data analysis, and dissem nation roles. The student wll
support participant recruitnment and scheduling (i.e., reaching out to
potential famlies via email and phone), data collection for clinical
measures of stuttering and social cognition (i.e., reaching a |level of
reliability for any behavioral protocols and inplenmenting these with children
ages 3-6 years), and inplenentation of a manualized intervention for one
study (i.e., working with a team of researchers to support a group

intervention for childhood stuttering). The student will also learn reliable
codi ng nethods for data collection and gain experience using RStudio for
descriptive and inferential statistics. These skills will be acquired through

sone in-progress research studies and some pilot studies, through which the
student will participate in tailoring and refining pilot procedures for the
i nt ended patient popul ation.
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Across studies, the student will gain nentorship in human subjects research,
experimental research designs, statistical analysis, and professional

comruni cation skills with children and their famlies in addition to training
in both stuttering and social cognition topics. At the conclusion of this
experience, the student will earn co-authorship on at |east two conference
proposals and up to two manuscripts to be subnitted for peer reviewin a
scientific journal.

The ideal student candidate is one with some experience working with children
and their famlies, strong organi zational skills, strong verbal and witten
conmuni cation skills, and an interest in gaining research analysis and

di ssem nation skills. As this student will be working with people who
stutter, exceptional listening skills and patience are required to support
best communi cation practices with this patient popul ation.
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