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Proj ect Description

Kangaroo Care (KC), or skin-to-skin contact, is an evi dence-based
intervention in which the caregiver and infanta€™ bare skin lie chest to
chest. Kangaroo care can help premature infants achieve greater physiologic
stability, inprove growth, and reduce time spent in the hospital. Frequently
cited barriers to inplenmenting KC include concern over patient safety, |ack
of tools to overcone safety barriers, and the | ack of clear inplenentation
gui del i nes when pronoting KC. To address these barriers, many hospitals are
pronmoting the use of KC supportive devices and other risk mitigation
strategies. Wrld Kangaroo Care day is a day to celebrate the famlies that
benefit from Kangaroo care, as well as the healthcare staff that inplenment

the practice. The WSE student will use a de-identified dataset to exam ne
barriers and facilitators to inplementati on of kangaroo care (| RB-approva
received). In addition, the student will calcul ate usage statistics fromthe

World KC Day app to sunmmari ze cel ebrations of the 10th anniversary of Wrld
KC Day (| RB-approval received). Finally, the student will help develop a
survey that will be sent to healthcare staff that care for premature infants
to gauge their opinions of Kangaroo Care and anal yze the accessibility and
policies regarding the practice anong hospitals across the United States. The

W SE student will assist in creating the survey, data analysis of the de-
identified dataset, technical witing, and manuscript creation. The nentor
for this study will provide training in data collection, analysis, and
witing an abstract. In addition, the student will attend team neetings and

| earn about team managenent. Preference will be given to a College of Nursing
st udent.
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